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in favour with ladies. Towards the end of 1811, however,
when the rumours of war revived, the police had information
that the Eussian colonel, while feigning to be devoted to
pleasure, was concerned in suspicious dealings connected with
politics. He was carefully watched, and it soon became known

that   he    had  frequent   interviews    with  M.   X------,   an

^official in the War Office, whose special duty it was to draw
up the c states' presented every ten days to the Emperor,
showing the strength and condition of every arm in the service.
Not only was Ozernicheff recognised when walking after
midnight in the darkest parts of the Champs Elysges with

the French official, bat he was often seen to enter X------'s

lodgings dressed in shabby clothes, and stay there several
hoars. This intimacy on the part of a person of high rank
-with a poor War Office clerk was clear proof that the latter
was in the pay of the former for the betrayal of state secrets,
=and the Emperor gave orders to arrest M. de Czernicheff.
He was, however, warned, it is said by a woman, and leaving
Paris at once travelled by the least-frequented roads, and
reached the Rhine frontier, avoiding Mainz and Cologne,
whither orders for his seizure had been telegraphed. As for
the poor clerk, he was arrested at the very moment when he
was counting a sum of 300,000 francs in bank notes, the
price of his treason. Compelled -by the evidence to admit
his crime, he stated that another War Office clerk had sold
'documents to the Russian colonel. He, too, was arrested, and
both were tried, condemned, and shot. They died cursing
'Czernicheff, who, they said, had sought them out in their
garrets and seduced them by the sight of a heap of gold which
he kept increasing as long as they had any hesitation. The
Emperor caused a virulent article against M. de Czernicheff
to be published in all the French papers, adding remarks
which, indirect as they were, must have deeply wounded the
Russian Emperor, for they recalled the fact that Alexander
had never punished the murderers of his father Paul.

After this there could be no further question about war.
;a,nd although it was not yet declared, open preparations for it
were made on both sides. Czernicheff*s conduct, although   vigorously sustained  siega     During   his   attack on that
